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During a Bible 
study hour of the 
1913 General Con-
ference, W. C. 
White, son of Ellen 
G. White, spoke on 
the topic, "Confi-
dence in God." After 
briefly commenting 
on the prophetic 
promises and exhor-
tations found in the 
writings of the prophet Isaiah, Pastor 
White appealed to the delegates: "Breth-
ren, let us live in the light of these prom-
ises, these exhortations, these pictures of 
what God wants our experiences to be 
in serving Him and in standing forever 
as a covenant before an unbelieving world 
that there is a God in heaven that has to 
do with the affairs of men; that there is a 
people in this world who believe there is 
a God, a people who know Him, who hear 
His voice, who speak His words, and who 
strive to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, 
and to continue to do in this old, wicked 
world the work that He did when He 
was here. Brethren, this is our confidence, 
this is our strength."—General Confer-
ence Bulletin, June 1, 1913. 
In a written text of the study as found 
in the bulletin, the study ends abruptly 
after the above appeal. Immediately 
Brother White began to answer some 
questions regarding the work with which 
he was then intimately connected, the 
work of his mother. 
The first question reads, "What would 
be the influence upon our work if Sister 
White should die?" This question had 
never been raised so publicly at a General 
Conference session before. As early as 
1855 it seemed the natural and necessary 
thing to do at official gatherings of the 
growing church to "express continual 
faith and gratitude that God had inti-
mately connected the Spirit of Prophecy 
with the proclamation of the third an-
gel's message." As the years came and 
went, the tenor of the affirmations re-
mained essentially the same, except for 
the noting of the growing evidence that 
strengthened each new affirmation. How-
ever, by 1913, as Ellen White began to 
grow more feeble, it seemed only natural 
that the question be raised as to the 
nature of future affirmations of faith in 
her role in the life and work of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
This present General Conference marks 
the fifty-fifth year since Ellen White's 
death in 1915. Continuously the church 
has published affirmations of confidence 
in "the Testimonies" which have not bas-
ically changed in content or form from 
those published before 1915. 
What, then, can be said in 1970? What 
should be said just now by way of a 
"new" affirmation in a growing older "in-
spiration"? 
It would be easy to speak again the 
old, comfortable, affirmative words, the 
familiar words with which the pioneers 
confessed their faith in spiritual gifts. It 
would be easier yet to have a committee 
draft a composite statement of resolution 
as our later leaders have done. If we are 
to make a really "new" affirmation, it 
must not merely echo the old affirmation, 
nor should it be a formal or "official" 
statement, however carefully worded. Ul-
timately, if what we affirm here is to 
have any future significance for the 
church, the "new" affirmation must be 
one that is deeply personal for every 
delegate and leader present at this Gen-
eral Conference. And what we affirm here 
concerning the certainty of the gift of 
prophecy will have meaning only as we 
will follow the counsel found in 1 Thes-
salonians 5:19, 20: "Never try to suppress 
the Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy 
with contempt; think before you do any-
thing—hold on to what is good and avoid 
every form of evil" (Jerusalem Bible).* 
"Last Day" Language 
Much of the language of Paul's letter 
to the Thessalonian Christians is "last 
day" language. Near the close of his first 
letter the paragraphs are especially punc-
tuated with coming-of-the-Lord phrases. 
These phrases are so familiar to us that 
it is hard to hear them as the word of 
the Lord to us personally in 1970. Do 
we hear that to unprepared, unbelieving, 
secure, satisfied people "the Day of the 
Lord," when it comes, will be their dark-
est night? (verses 2-4). Do we continue 
to remember that sons of light and sons 
of the day keep awake, keep sober, keep 
the faith, love, and hope of salvation 
through the Lord Jesus Christ until the 
day of His appearing? 
In the midst of the gross darkness that 
covers the earth just now, in the midst 
of the Laodicean church, in the midst 
of just everyday twentieth-century living, 
how does one keep awake, how does one 
keep sober? How does a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Christian living in 1970 really 
keep the faith, love, and hope of sal-
vation? According to Paul, it depends on 
how seriously we take the Holy Spirit. 
It depends on how closely we follow the 
counsel of Paul when he writes "Never 
try to suppress the Spirit." 
As evidenced by Scripture and Chris- 
* Excerpts from The Jerusalem Bible, copyright © 
1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd. and Double-
day & Company, Inc. Used by permission of the 
publishers. 
tian experience, the role of the Holy 
Spirit in Christian living, from the initial 
wooing to the final sealing of the human 
spirit, is undeniable. In the economy of 
salvation ordained by God it is with 
the Holy Spirit that we have to do as we 
wait for the coming of our Christ. The 
human mind, with its intricate basic 
wholeness of intellect, emotions, con-
science, and will, is the point of con-
tact for the Spirit. If the Spirit is to 
sanctify us by teaching us truth and by 
convicting and converting us toward 
deeper repentance and growth in holi-
ness, there must be a continual open-
ness and willingness on our part to what-
ever the Spirit is saying or doing. If we 
neglect the means through which the 
Spirit works; if we suppress truth taught 
by the Spirit by inattention or ration-
alization; if we ignore the impressions 
the Spirit makes on our minds; and if 
we refuse to obey as the Spirit prompts, 
we can, as individuals, or as a church, 
drive the Spirit from us. 
Paul's exhortation, "Never . . . treat 
the gift of prophecy with contempt" 
(verse 20), is a very specific way of say-
ing, "Do not quench the Spirit." " 'When 
he [Christ] ascended on high he . . . 
gave gifts to men:' . . . And his gifts were 
that some should be . . . prophets . . . 
for the equipment of the saints, for the 
work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ" (Eph. 4:8-13, R.S.V.). 
Here is yet another revelation of the 
great love and grace of God. Without a 
clear knowledge of the will of God, the 
church as a whole and its members in 
particular can never measure up to the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; nor can 
they come to such a unity of faith and 
knowledge of Christ that their work and 
witness will be of any effect in proclaim-
ing the everlasting gospel. 
To guarantee a clear knowledge and 
understanding of His will, in these last 
days, God, in love and grace and in the 
unmistakably clear language in the writ-
ings of Ellen G. White, has made it 
impossible for us not to know how we 
are to live and witness for Him. 
A careful reading or rehearsing of the 
history of our movement up to the present 
time gives much evidence of the validity 
of the gift of prophecy as manifested 
through Ellen White. This evidence pro-
vides a base on which to reaffirm our 
faith in the gift at this General Con-
ference. 
Through the operation of the gift has 
come an interpretation of Scripture, and 
a confirmation and correcting of the 
church's interpretation of Scripture, 
which has given us the unity of doc-
trinal belief so necessary to proclamation 
and witness. Through the guiding in-
fluence of the gift of prophecy, the move-
ment has been given a clear sense of its 
specific mission in proclaiming the mes-
sages of the three angels of Revelation 
14. In the direct testimonies and spe-
cific counsels published are found the prin-
ciples that have brought warning, con-
viction, repentance, faith, encouragement, 
comfort, and revival to all who have read 
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with a desire to know and obey God. 
Is there any wonder that Paul warns 
the Thessalonians, and also us, not to 
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt, 
not to make light of it, or neglect it, 
or disregard it? In our history, in in-
stances where we have treated the gift 
of prophecy with "contempt," the re-
sults in the church have been most hurt-
ful and at times nearly disastrous. In 
the cases where individual "contempt" 
has been manifest, there has been apos-
tasy and spiritual suicide. We have 
known, in our personal experience, the 
baleful effects of "despising" prophecy. 
In these "last days," if we are to be 
children of light to children in darkness, 
we need to hear and receive by faith 
the authoritative word of God. This 
word is mediated by the revelation 
found in the Written Word, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. It is further mediated 
and interpreted without dilution of au-
thority, since it is mediated and inter-
preted by the same Spirit, in the writings 
of the Spirit of Prophecy. 
These next words from Paul to test 
everything, "think before you do any-
thing" (1 Thess. 5:21, Jerusalem Bible), 
do not begin a new point of emphasis, 
but rather, are follow-up words of coun-
sel that, if followed, will protect us 
against stifling the Spirit or treating the 
gift of prophecy with contempt. 
Basis of Certainty 
During the Bible study hours at this 
General Conference we are studying "the 
certainties of the message." The certain-
ties of which we speak are not certainties 
exclusively dependent upon logical or 
psychological demonstration, nor on tra-
ditional interpretation. Rather, they are 
certainties known both objectively and by 
personal conviction and faith to be 
worthy of acceptance and belief. There-
fore, the certainty of the gift of proph-
ecy cannot rest for us solely on the "au-
thoritative" witness of the pioneers or 
upon firmer affirmations, however valid 
these may be. 
We take the testimony, evidence, and 
experience of others as part of our un-
derstanding, but the certainty of our own 
faith and belief comes (1) when we our-
selves have thoroughly studied the Scrip-
tures that speak of spiritual gifts; (2) 
when we have carefully examined the 
historical evidence that attests to the 
genuineness of the operation of the gift 
of prophecy through Ellen White; (3) 
when we have tested and proved for our-
selves in our own experience that the 
counsel lived out in practice authenti-
cates itself in what happens in and 
through us. And it is this practical cer-
tainty that is most vital because it is 
deeper in our living and being. There 
can be no real confidence in the gift 
today unless the messages that have come 
through the gift are allowed to speak 
authoritatively in the church and in in-
dividual lives of the church members. 
In the original language the word used 
by Paul to express "hold on to what 
is good" (verse 21) points to more than  
merely retaining the "good" wherever 
found. A more comprehensive translation 
would be, "prevent from going away," 
"retain faithfully," "keep in memory," 
"guard the traditions . . . keep the con-
fidence firm." Since the verse where this 
intended meaning occurs is within close 
context with the admonition of Paul's 
"quench not the Spirit," it does not seem 
out of place to show the parallel relation-
ship of "hold on to what is good" with 
"never treat the gift of prophecy with 
contempt." This seems especially signif-
icant in the light of Ellen White's warn-
ing: " 'The very last deception of Satan 
will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God. "Where there 
is no vision, the people perish." Satan 
will work ingeniously, in different ways 
and through different agencies, to un-
settle the confidence of God's remnant 
people in the true testimony.'"—Letter, 
1890, quoted in Review and Herald, 
June 9, 1946. 
A Settled Conviction 
How, then, shall we hold fast to the 
Spirit of Prophecy? Confidence is main-
tained in the writings of the Spirit of 
Prophecy by: 
1. A settled conviction that the Lord 
has spoken through Ellen White and that 
the written messages are still valid and 
authoritative. Note her own statement: 
"Abundant light has been given to our 
people in these last days. Whether or 
not my life is spared, my writings will 
constantly speak, and their work will go 
forward as long as time shall last. My 
writings are on file in the office, and 
even though I should not live, these words 
that have been given to me by the Lord 
will still have life and will speak to 
the people."—Letter 371, 1907. 
2. A simple faith that the Spirit who 
inspired the Scriptures and the Spirit 
of Prophecy writings is able to aid in the 
interpretation of both. The principles of  
interpretation that we have used to inter-
pret the Scriptures must also be used in 
interpreting the Spirit of Prophecy writ-
ings. Following the Spirit's guidance and 
using the correct interpretation principles 
will ever lead to correct understanding 
and comunication of truth given by the 
Spirit. 
3. A determined resolution to study the 
writings in connection with deep study 
of Scripture. A study of the Testimonies 
must not become a substitute for Bible 
study, but a help in that study. 
4. A ready willingness to allow the 
Spirit to apply the truths gained through 
study to every part of our individual lives, 
and to the life and work of the church. 
5. A studied effort to quickly intro-
duce the writings to new converts and 
to promote the study of these writings 
in the churches and in the schools. 
When W. C. White raised the question 
in 1913, "What would be the influence 
upon our work if Sister White should 
die?" someone in that General Conference 
congregation cried out, "God lives!" 
If at this General Conference session 
in 1970 we should raise the question, 
"What would be the influence upon our 
work, and on our lives, if the writings 
of Sister White should 'die' from our 
lack of study of them and because of 
our unwillingness to follow their instruc-
tion?" what would we cry out in an-
swer? If the past is any prologue to the 
future, we do not have the courage to 
answer; we already know, and this to 
our shame and loss. 
A better question for us to raise is, 
"What would be the influence upon our 
work and on our lives if the writings of 
Sister White should 'come alive'?" If our 
affirmation in the certainty of the gift 
of prophecy is in fact a new and per-
sonal one just now, and the affirmation 
is followed up with action, we may not 
need a General Conference session in 
1975! 
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